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expedited, I hope it will not be precipitated; arid if it be
demanded that the most important quoHtious bo first deter-
mined, I know not any thing of greater moment than that
before us.

How we shall gratify the expectations of foreign) powers,
ought not, my lords, to be our first or chief consideration;
we oughts certainly, first to inquire how tho people may bo
set free from those suspicions, which a long- train of mea-
sures, evidently tending to impair thoir privileges, has
raised; and how they may be confirmed in thoir fidelity to
the government, of which they have for many years found
no other effects than taxes and exactions, for which they
have received neither protection abroad, nor encourage-
ment at home-

But, my lords, if it be necessary to consult tho inclina-
tions, and cultivate the esteem of foreign powers, I believe
nothing will raise more confidence in our allies, if there bo
any who are not now ashamed of that name, or more inti-
midate those whose designs it is our intorost to defeat,
than an open testimony of our resolution no longer to ap*
prove that conduct by which tho liberty of half Europe
has been endangered; and not to lavish praises oa those
men, who have in twenty years never transacted any
thing to the real benefit of their country, and of whom
it is highly probable that they have in the present war
stipulated for the defeat of all our attempts, and agreed,
by some execrable compact, to facilitate tho exaltation of
the house of Bourbon.

Upon what facts I ground accusations so atrocious may
justly be inquired by your lordships; nor shall 1 find auy
difficulty in answering your demand* For, if we extend
our view over the whole world, and inquire into the state
of all our affairs, we shall find nothing but defeats, miscar-
riages, and impotence, with their usual consequences, con-
tempt and distrust We shall discover neither my tokens
of that fear among our enemies, which the power of the na-
tion, and the reputation of our former victories, might
naturally produce; nor any proofs of that confidence
among those whom we still continue to term our allies.